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REMARKS 

Favorable reconsideration of this application is respectfully requested in view of the 
amendments above and the following remarks. Claims 1-1 6 and 1 8-24 are pending in this 
application, of which claims 1, 1 9, 20 and 21 are independent Claims 1, 5-13 and 19-20 are 
rejected under 35 USC 1 03 (a) as being allegedly unpatentable over Dillon in view of 
Wcsthead, Claims 2-4 and 14-16 were rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 1 03(a) as allegedly being 
unpatentable over Dillon in view of Westhead, and further in view of Applicants Admitted 
Prior Art ("fiiAPA"). These rejections arc respectfully traversed for the reasons set forth 
below. Claims 17 and 18 were objected to as including allowable subject matter. 

It is noted with appreciation that the office action indicates the corrected formal 
drawings submitted on November 1 5» 2004 are accepted. 

AUoywbteJiubjectMatier 

The Examiner indicated that claims 17-18 were objected to as being dependent upon a 
rejected base claim, but would be allowable if rewritten in independent form including all of 
the limitations of the base claim and any intervening claims. Applicants thank the Examiner 
for the indication of allowability. 

Claim 1 has been amended to include all the features of allowable claim 17 and claim 
1 7 has been canceled Accordingly, claims 1-16 and 18 arc now allowable* Independent 
claims 19-21 have been amended to include the features of claim 1 7. Accordingly, the 
remaining pending claims are also now allowable. 
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Claim Reiection UnderM US. C. $103 

The test for determining if a claim is rendered obvious by one or more references for 

purposes of a rejection under 35 U.S.C. § 1 03 is set forth in MPEP § 706.02(j): 

To establish a prima facie case of obviousness, three basic criteria 
must be met First, there must be some suggestion or motivation, 
cither in the references themselves or in the knowledge generally 
available to one of ordinary skill in the art, to modify the reference 
or to combine reference teachings. Second, there must be a 
reasonable expectation of success. Finally, the prior art reference 
(or references when combined) must teach or suggest all the claim 
limitations. The teaching or suggestion to make the claimed 
combination and the reasonable expectation of success must both 
be found in the prior art and not based on applicant's disclosure. In 
re Vaeck 947 F3d 48S, 20 USPQ2d 1438 (Fed. Cir. 1991). 

Therefore, if the above-identified criteria are not met, then the cited reference^) foils 
to render obvious the claimed invention and, thus, the claimed invention is distinguishable 
over the cited referenced). 

Claims 1, 5-13 and 19-20 arc rejected under 35 USC 103 (a) as being allegedly 
unpatentable over Dillon in view of Wcsthead Claims 2-4 and 14-1 6 were rejected under 35 
U.S.C. § 1 03(a) as allegedly being unpatentable over Dillon in view of Wcsthcad, and further 
in view of Applicants Admitted Prior Art ("AAPA"). 

As described above, all the independent claims have been amended to include the 
features of allowable claim 17. Accordingly, claims 1-16 and 18-24 now allowable. 



Conclusion 

In light of the foregoing, withdrawal of the rejections of record and allowance of this 
application are earnestly solicited 
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Should the Examiner believe that a telephone conference with the undersigned would 
assist in resolving any issues pertaining to the allowability of the above-identified 
application, please contact the undersigned at the telephone number listed below. Please 
grant any required extensions of time and charge any fees due in connection with this request 
to deposit account no. 08-2025. 



Respectfully submitted, 
Osamu S. Nakagawa ct al. 



Dated: March 21, 2005 




Reg. No.: 45,301 



MANNAVA & KANG, P.C. 
8221 Old Courthouse Road 
Suite 104 

Vienna, VA 221 82 

(703) 652-3822 

(703) 880-5270 (facsimile) 



II 

PAGE 14/14 1 RCVD AT 3/21/2005 4:55:23 PM [Eastern Standard Time] * SVR:ll$PT0-EFXRF-1/3 ' DfOS:S729306 * CSID:703 880 5270 ' DURATION (itims):03-32 



